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Abstract 

The Free University of Bolzano has implemented during 2011 a lifelong learning strategy, widening its offer 

to all ages of life. Two initiatives have started, Junior Uni (a series of laboratories for children aged 3-15) 

and Studium Generale, a 30-ECTS programme in adult education. Both have been extremely successful in 

terms of raising participation and interest in the local community. Junior Uni involves children in topics 

being studied at FUB, by means of labs encouraging active participation. Each lab session hosts 10-15 

children under the supervision of an University Professor. University students participate in Junior Uni as 

facilitators of interaction between children and professors, helping communication between participants 

who speak different languages (South Tyrol hosts Italian, German and Ladin language groups inside its 

territory). More than 50 labs have been offered by 30 professors and attracted about 300 children. Studium 

Generale is a three-year programme offered to local adult population, such as workers without university 

experience, housewives, retired people. It satisfies personal, cultural needs of thiose who had not an 

opportunity to pursue higher education (a large percentage of citizens in a mountain area where the local 

university is less than 15 years old). Six courses can be chosen among a wide set of topics, including 

languages. Studium Generale started in late September 2011, and attracted more than 170 people. The 

relative majority being women, aged 40-50. The oldest lifelong learner is aged 83. The course of “Ethics” 

offered inside Studium Generale has already been fully recognized by the BSc in Computer Science as part 

of the study plan for regular students. Thus, formal recognition of lifelong learning studies within academic 

degree programmes has been already put into practice. More decisions on ECTS recognition in other study 

programmes are expected in the near future. 


