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Abstract 

The poster presents the results of the PRIN (Nationally Relevant Research) project “Recognition and  

validation of professional and experiential competencies of adults (re) entering university, in a lifelong  

learning perspective”, coordinated by the University Roma Tre, with national and international partners.  

The project focused on a fundamental aspect of educational systems that concerns the creation of the  

conditions for systematically adopting lifelong learning, and was referred to the strategies of changes  

proposed by EU.  

The research project aimed to define procedures and build specific tools in the field of guidance to the  

recognition of prior learning.  

The main focus will be on the following areas:  

 

• validation of learning taking place in relation to the labour market (enterprises, public  

organisations and economic sectors);  

• validation of learning taking place in relation to voluntary and civil society activities as well as in  

community learning.  

 

The methodology, that combined a qualitative and quantitative approach, has developed a national  

survey by questionnaire involving all Italian universities and qualitative methods of guidance such as  

bilan de competences and biographical laboratory.  

Briefly, we can say that, due to the change in the university population, the academic institutions are  

invited to rise to important social and political challenges and that, the process of modernisation and  

innovation in the Italian University, depends on the kind of answer we are able to give to this urgency.  

From this point of view, the results of the questionnaire show that there is a an institutional weakness in  

Italy.  

As for methods of guidance, the survey confirm that using qualitative tools such as bilan de competences  

and biographical laboratory is possible to reinforce reflexive capacity and to acknowledge adult  

experiential learning also in order to strengthen their participation in the democratic society. 


