
 

 

 

 

In Italy the Regional Governments do not have direct competence in University matters, 
but they have a lot in training and education, therefore also in lifelong learning. 

They are also strongly affected, as it is natural, by the impact on the region's environment 
of the outcomes of higher education and research activities. 

For this reason, several Italian Regions, including Liguria, have enacted laws to support 
the High education and vocational training, research, innovation and technology transfer. 
In the case of Liguria it was adopted the Regional Law 2/2007, which included a Three-
years Regional Plan, the first edition of which covers the period 2008-2010. 

Within this plan we have funded: 

• University Masters (post-graduated courses), first and second level, on strategic 
issues for regional development; 

• research scholarships and research grants, for which at the moment is open a call 
to fund up to 10.5 million euros. 

We also support in various ways the University for providing an increasingly important 
contribution to regional development, for example by funding the construction of a 
Technopolis in a Scientific Park where the Faculty of Engineering will be transferred 
and numerous high-tech companies have already their headquarters or supporting the 
financing of new technology parks in which the University is an essential and key actor. 

The Region has also funded the Academy Points network with about two million euros, 
thanks to the "Framework Programme" agreement signed with the Ministry of Education in 
2006. 

The "Academy Point" consist of 7 computerized classrooms networked to each other. 
Each classroom has an average of 30 work stations and equipment for distance lectures 



and video-conferencing: in particular in Genoa (at the Faculty of Economics), the master 
class is equipped with devices for the storage of the learning materials produced. 

Designed to enable distance learning, in particular to allow educational exchanges 
between the various regional campuses of the University of Genoa, the Academy points 
have given rise to a major experiment in the health professions, which is especially 
noticeable as it must satisfy the demand of providing good quality education combined 
with the need to minimize the mobility of students (located at the various premises of the 
Regional Health Service in the entire region) and teachers. 

The Region cannot compensate for the big shortage of state funding to Universities, which 
threats to severely penalize the positioning of the Italian regions in the global competition. 
But it is trying to maximize the contribution this institution can give to the development of 
Liguria. 

As regards in particular the key issue for the conference which opens today, continuing 
education and lifelong learning, we are actually aware of the contribution that the 
University of Genoa, the unique academy in the region, can provide to the continuous 
upgrading of skills of occupied facing the needs of a rapidly changing world of production 
and, more generally, to ensure to the whole population the possibility to acquire core 
competencies in order to exercise their rights of citizenship and to develop the best of their 
abilities. In this respect also the regional law on lifelong learning, which favors particularly 
the active ageing, urges from the University important contributions, such as those that 
have been brought to the pilot project, launched at the national level, to accompany the 
employee’s retirement, to promote their involvement in further activities relevant to social 
and productive services. 

We believe that on this ground the University can give even more significant contributions 
in the future, especially if we stop, firstly at national level, thinking of it only as a provider 
for young people preparation, instead of considering this institution as the necessary pillar 
for lifelong learning source regardless of age and professional status, to allow everyone to 
be and remain competitive not only in the productive market, but also and especially in 
their role as active and responsible citizens. 


