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Abstract 

Higher education institutions (HEIs) in Europe are urged to reconsider their target groups and open up to 

“non-traditional” students due to major societal trends such as the emergence of knowledge societies, 

demographic change and skill shortages. The expected decrease in the numbers of “traditional” students as 

well as the call for more social inclusion are further drivers for significant change within higher education. 

Thus, flexible provisions and the recognition of informally and non-formally acquired competences should 

be made available more widely. However, implementation of quality assured recognition of prior learning 

(RPL) remains limited in many countries despite policy reforms and legal frameworks are already in place. 

So the question arises which (hidden) factors have an impact on putting RPL into practice at HEIs and can 

RPL live up to the high expectations i.e. easing access and study for non-traditional learners.  

 

The international research project OPULL (Open Universities for Lifelong Learning), funded by the  

German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF), aims to analyse the changing missions of  

HEIs in Europe in order to become “Open Universities” which foster lifelong learning (LLL). One key  

aspect is the evaluation of RPL and its implementation within different Open University models. In  

cooperation with research partners from the Open University at the University of Helsinki, the Open  

University in the UK and the University of Southern Denmark, the Leuphana University of Lüneburg (lead  

partner) jointly mapped out the educational systems of all four countries (phase 1), conducted a  

comprehensive quantitative survey on non-traditional students and is now preparing qualitative interview  

on RPL (phase 2). Afterwards, policy recommendations will be deduced and a vision of an Open  

University model for Europe created (phase 3).  

 

The poster will present most important quantitative data and outline the research questions and  

methodology of the qualitative RPL interviews. 


